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Amphibia' machine; thus he was the first to cruise over
the inland ice of Greenland.
Byrd was also the first to reach the North Pole by air.
He and his pilot Floyd Bennett started from Spitsbergen
in a three-engined Fokker on May gth, 19265 and only
eight hours later were hovering over the North Pole,
whence they skilfully navigated the machine back to
Kingsbay. This record flight, which demonstrated to a
high degree the personal skill of the two men, established
the fact that there was no land between Spitzbergen and
the Pole. This exploit took place two days after the
dirigible airship Norge, piloted by Umberto Nobile, had
arrived at Spitzbergen from Rome; possibly it was
speeded up in order to forestall the Norge.
The Norge expedition was financed by Ellsworth and
some newspaper syndicates, and started from Kingsbay
with Amundsen and Ellsworth on board on May nth,
1926. In four and a half hours the North Pole was
reached, where the Norwegian, American and Italian
flags were dropped, and from here the journey was con-
tinued over entirely unknown territory in the direction
of Point Barrow, the most northerly promontory of
Alaska. Though at the beginning weather conditions had
been excellent, the airship encountered much fog and
wind when approaching America. Certain stretches were
crossed, therefore, without becoming visible, but on the
whole the flight proved fairly conclusively that there was
no land in this part of the Arctic Ocean either. On
account of bad weather, the Norge landed at a little group
of Eskimo dwellings called Teller. Since the wireless